


SOE means…
= Sustainability of ECHIZEN

Building a neighbourhood that’ll last 100 years, and 1000 more after that．

Echizen-Sabae, Realizing a Self-Sufficient Region.



General Incorporated Tourism Association SOE was Founded in 2022
Manufacturing, Town Development, and HR, with a Focus on Industrial Tourism.



and
4 more staff…

Our members…

佐野  響 宮藤  遥香
神奈川出身

ジャベンスキーソーヤ

アメリカ出身

Tourism members

Executing Director Eri Hamamoto
Travel Director / Trsvel Agent 
Experiences during 20 years.





About Fukui…



 ＝

2024年3月 北陸新幹線延伸により、
東京から福井へは直行で 2時間51分

NEWHow to get to Fukui…

ACCESS  from Tokyo to Fukui

＜By Air＞ 
Komatsu Airport Route: 
Haneda Airport → Komatsu Airport → Fukui 
Station
Usage: JAL/ANA
Time: about 2 hours

<By Train> 
Hokuriku Shinkansen Route: 
Tokyo Station → Fukui Station
Usage: Kagayaki / Hakutaka
Time: Approximately 2 hours 51 minutes

<By Train> 
Tokaido Shinkansen Route: 
Tokyo Station → Maibara Station → Tsuruga 
Station → Fukui Station
Use: Hikari, Shirasagi, Hokuriku Shinkansen
Time: Approximately 3 hours 20 minutes



Fukui’s Traditional Crafts are

Aesthetic Crafts く Industrial Crafts

Products that transcend time.
Adopting what works from past and future.















Industrial Tourism Event「RENEW」. . .





RENEW’s Results:

As workshops and stores grow, employment and orders grow with them.



Experiences…





ExperiencesFor B2C (B2B)



Top 3

Experiences

1. Private Washi Paper-Making 
Experience and Walking Tour

2. Private Echizen Knife Factory Tour & 
Personal Knife Making Experience.

3. Private Wooden Tray Lacquerware 
Painting Experience with Cycling 
Tour

Guided Tours

1. Tour of Echizen’s Crafting Area -
Walk around a Traditional Knife 
Smithy.

2. Tour of Echizen’s Crafting Area -
Walk around a Traditional Paper Mill.

3. Echizen Pottery and Chest Craft Tour 
with Japanese Sake Tasting 

Guided ToursFor B2C (B2B)



Echizen Bladesmith「Ryusen Hamono」Original Knife-Making Experience

Highlights : 

 The 700 year-old tradition of Echizen cutlery dates back to Kyoto bladesmith Chiyozuru Kuniyasu.
 In search of high-quality water for smithing and a strong craftsman community, he arrived in Echizen City where he 
began work making sickles for local farmers. Inheriting this tradition, the Echizen-Sabae area continues to develop 
handmade products using techniques honed through the generations. 

 In this experience, Mr. Koji Masutani, the chairman of Ryusen Knives, will give you a tour of his cutlery workshop. 
You can also experience how to sharpen and polish a knife, and how to attach a knife handle. You can even 
experience making your own original knife while receiving support.

 Contact Us :

■Operating Business：General Incorporated Association SOE　
■Supervisor：Sawya・Hamamoto
■Phone Number：0778-78-9967
■Mail Address：info@soe.or.jp
■Address：916-1223 Fukui Prefecture, Sabae City, Kawada Village 7-10-4 
■Homepage：https://soe.or.jp/  https://craftinvitation.jp/ 

Tour Price :   TBA

  Available Days :   On request ( 9:00 / 13:00 / 14:00 Start )
  Holiday : Sunday, Public Holiday

  Duration :   3-4 hours

  Inclusions :   Experience fees (Guide Fee is excluded)

  Minimum Participants : 2 people

Maximum Participants : 4 people

Cancellation Policy : 

- 14-3 days before the tour day : 20 % of the total.
- 3 days before the tour day : 50 % of the total.
- 1 day before, on the tour day, or cancellation 
  without notice : 100% of the total.

*※写真はイメージです。ツアー詳細・金額等は変更になる場合がございます。

Unique Experiences

mailto:info@soe.or.jp
https://soe.or.jp/
https://craftinvitation.jp/


Echizen Washi Workshop Tour & Calligraphy or Sutra Copying Experience at Iwano Heizaburo Paper Mill

Highlights : 

 Echizen washi paper making is a sacred process, taught to the people of Echizen-Sabae 1,500 years 
ago by “Kawakamigozen,” the goddess of paper. It boasts the highest quality and techniques in Japan. 
Now, Echizen papermaking craftsmen, highly skilled since ancient times, have created many techniques 
to meet the needs of the modern times. 

 In this experience, Ms. Makiko Iwano, a traditional craftsman, will guide you through their workshop. In 
addition to making Japanese painting paper, which has been loved by great masters such as Taikan 
Yokoyama and Ikuo Hirayama, the sight of four or six people working in pairs to make large sheets of 
paper is an awe-inspiring sight. After visiting the workshop, you will be invited by a calligraphy teacher to 
an old private house next door for a “calligraphy” or “sutra copying” experience, and visit a washi store.

 Contact Us :

■Operating Business：General Incorporated Association SOE　
■Supervisor：Sawya・Hamamoto
■Phone Number：0778-78-9967
■Mail Address：info@soe.or.jp
■Address：916-1223 Fukui Prefecture, Sabae City, Kawada Village 7-10-4 
■Homepage：https://soe.or.jp/  https://craftinvitation.jp/ 

Tour Price :  TBA

  Available Days :   On request ( 9:00 to 11:00 / 13:00 -16:00 )
  Holiday : Saturday, Sunday, Public Holiday

  Duration :   2-3 hours

  Inclusions :   Experience fees (Guide Fee is excluded)

  Minimum Participants : 2 people

Maximum Participants : 4 people

Cancellation Policy : 

- 14-3 days before the tour day : 20 % of the total.
- 3 days before the tour day : 50 % of the total.
- 1 day before, on the tour day, or cancellation 
  without notice : 100% of the total.

*※写真はイメージです。ツアー詳細・金額等は変更になる場合がございます。

Unique Experiences

mailto:info@soe.or.jp
https://soe.or.jp/
https://craftinvitation.jp/


Lacquerware Shop Komamoto Maki-e Kobo Bowl Painting Experience

Highlights : 

 Echizen is the oldest lacquerware production area in Japan. Lacquerware production has been handed 
down since ancient times thanks to Echizen-Sabae’s wet climate and the detailed division of labor that 
has been established by the craftsman. 

 Maki-e is a decorative technique in which a pattern is drawn on top of a lacquered surface after the base 
“nuri” (lacquering) process. The most outstanding feature is that it produces a unique luster called 
“Hira-nagashi maki-e”. In this experience, Mr. Naganobu Komamoto, a traditional craftsman and maki-e 
artist, will assist customers to create one-of-a-kind special Echizen lacquerware bowls. You can also draw 
your original design.

 Contact Us :

■Operating Business：General Incorporated Association SOE　
■Supervisor：Sawya・Hamamoto
■Phone Number：0778-78-9967
■Mail Address：info@soe.or.jp
■Address：916-1223 Fukui Prefecture, Sabae City, Kawada Village 7-10-4 
■Homepage：https://soe.or.jp/  https://craftinvitation.jp/ 

Tour Price :  TBA

  Available Days :   On request ( 10:00 / 13:00 / 14:00 / 15:00 Start )
  Holiday : Saturday, Sunday and Public Holiday

  Duration :   2-3 hours

  Inclusions :   Experience fees (Guide Fee is excluded)

  Minimum Participants : 2 people

Maximum Participants : 4 people

Cancellation Policy : 

- 14-3 days before the tour day : 20 % of the total.
- 3 days before the tour day : 50 % of the total.
- 1 day before, on the tour day, or cancellation 
  without notice : 100% of the total.

*※写真はイメージです。ツアー詳細・金額等は変更になる場合がございます。

Unique Experiences

mailto:info@soe.or.jp
https://soe.or.jp/
https://craftinvitation.jp/


Holy Land of Glasses,「Sabae」Original Glasses Making Experience

Highlights : 

 Sabae City in Fukui Prefecture is also known as the “Holy Land of Eyeglasses” for its production of 
eyeglasses. More than 90% of all eyeglasses made in Japan are made in Sabae, and the city is highly 
regarded overseas as well. 

 In this hands-on experience, you will be taken backstage at a glasses factory to observe the 
manufacturing process, and can choose your favorite frames and temples. Once your original frames are 
completed, we will move to “Lens Park,” a store specializing in lenses, where you will be able to choose 
the lenses for your personalized sunglasses.
 After listening to the customer's needs and requests, lenses that suit the customer's needs are inserted 
and the process is completed. You can take your original sunglasses home on the same day.

 Contact Us :

■Operating Business：General Incorporated Association SOE　
■Supervisor：Sawya・Hamamoto
■Phone Number：0778-78-9967
■Mail Address：info@soe.or.jp
■Address：916-1223 Fukui Prefecture, Sabae City, Kawada Village 7-10-4 
■Homepage：https://soe.or.jp/  https://craftinvitation.jp/ 

Tour Price :   TBA

  Available Days :   On request ( 10:00 / 13:00 / 15:00 Start )
  Holiday : Saturday, Sunday, Public Holiday

  Duration : 3-4 hours

  Inclusions :   Experience fees

  Minimum Participants : 2 people

Maximum Participants : 4 people

Cancellation Policy : 

- 14-3 days before the tour day : 20 % of the total.
- 3 days before the tour day : 50 % of the total.
- 1 day before, on the tour day, or cancellation 
  without notice : 100% of the total.

*※写真はイメージです。ツアー詳細・金額等は変更になる場合がございます。

Unique Experiences

mailto:info@soe.or.jp
https://soe.or.jp/
https://craftinvitation.jp/


Accommodation…



1. Courtyard by Marriott Fukui　
★★★

The hotel boasts 252 guest rooms, including 12 suites, located on the upper 
floors of a 27-story building offering a stunning view over Fukui City.

2. Hakujukan of Eiheiji Temple   
★★★★

18 Japanese/Western-style rooms in total, with a large public bath (in addition 
to a private bathroom in each room)



3. Bouyourou (Mikuni Onsen)　
Natural materials such as stone and paper sourced in Fukui are used in the 
interior design of every guest room (7 in total), creating a unique atmosphere.

4. Kofu Yuden Beniya (Awara Onsen)   
All rooms (17 rooms) come with a semi-open-air bath. 
Long-established ryokan first established in 1884, renovated in 2021



5. Auberge Homachi Mikuniminato (Mikuni)
This auberge has 9 buildings with 16 rooms and 1 restaurant.　The hotel is a 
renovated old house, and is based on traditional Japanese architecture, 
including the "Kagura-tate Machiya" style townhouse.　

6. Wakasa Kajitsu (Obama)   
All rooms (17 rooms) come with a semi-open-air bath. 
Long-established ryokan first established in 1884, renovated in 2021



Recommend Route…



Daihonzan Eiheiji Temple (Soto sect)
Eiheiji is a Zen training center founded in 1244 by Zen Master Dogen.
At Eiheiji Temple, ascetic monks are undertaking daily ascetic training.

Experience of Ascetic Practices at Eiheiji Temple
● Visit Historic Halls, and undertake Meditation Training.
● Try Buddhist Cuisine, and Join Monks in their Morning Service.

Stay overnight at “Hakujukan,” a hotel where visitors can experience 
buddhist training. With this plan you can experience ZEN.

Craft & Food Experience;
   Try Vegan Buddhist cooking prepared in French style, and see behind the 
scenes and factories normally inaccessible by the public.

  Tour Location

Tokyo-Kanazawa-Echizen-Kyoto Model Route] Zen x Craft x Food / Eiheiji Temple and Courtyard Marriott Stay Plan

Day-1
Arrival at Kanazawa Station
Sightseeing in Kanazawa by private car 
Check-in at the Hotel                                                   
                                                                                 　　　　　　Stay in Kanazawa

Day-2 
Breakfast at the hotel
Free time in Kanazawa                                    
                                                       　　　　　　                           Stay in Kanazawa

Day-3
Breakfast at the hotel and transfer to Eiheiji-temple by private car.
Western lunch at ESHIKOTO - acoya -
Check-in at the Hotel “Hakuju-kan”    
Zazen Meditation Experience in Eiheiji-temple
Shojin Ryori (Buddhist Vegetarian Cuisine) in the hotel

                                                 　　　　　　                                 Stay in Hakujukan
Day-4
The morning ceremony in Eiheiji-temple
Breakfast at the hotel
Check-out at the Hotel “Hakuju-kan”    
Factory tour in Echizen Lacquerware area
Lunch at restaurant
Factory tour in Echizen pottery
Dinner at restaurant
                                          　　　　　                Stay in Courtyard by Marriott Fukui

Day-5
Breakfast at the hotel
Factory tour in Echizen Washi paper and knife area
Lunch at restaurant
Factory tour in Echizen traditional chest
Transfer from JR Echizen-Takefu station to Kyoto by train
Arrive at Kyoto station
                                                                           　　　　　　　　　       Stay in Kyoto



ESHIKOTO (Acoya)
A sake facility of Ishidaya Nizaemon, which owns Kokuryu Sake Brewery.
Under the concept of “Zen, Food, and Sake,” the attached restaurant offers 
lunchtime meals using locally sourced Fukui ingredients and seasonings, 
as well as tableware made with traditional Fukui crafts,

Tojinbo
If you are staying at Awara Onsen, stop by before going to your lodgings.
If you stay at Bouyourou, you can watch the sunset from the dining area.

For those who wish to stay in luxury accommodations, stay for more than 
two nights, or skip Eiheiji’s morning service, we recommend this plan.

  Tour Location

Tokyo-Kanazawa-Echizen-Kyoto Model Route] Zen x Craft x Food / Awara Onsen or Mikuni Onsen 2 nights Stay Plan

Day-1
Bullet train from JR Tokyo Station to Kanazawa Station.
From Kanazawa Station, depart by private car.
Kanazawa sightseeing.
Kanazawa hotel check in.
                                                                                 　　　　　　Stay in Kanazawa

Day-2 
Breakfast at the hotel
Free time in Kanazawa                                    
                                                       　　　　　　                           Stay in Kanazawa

Day-3
After breakfast, depart by private car for Eiheiji Temple.
Observe a Buddhist ritual at Eiheiji Temple.
Eat lunch fully sourced from Fukui at ESHIKOTO - acoya -.
Watch the sunset at the Tojinbo Cliffs.
Dinner at a Japanese inn.

                                                                        Stay in Awara Onsen or Mikuni Onsen
Day-4
Eat breakfast at a Japanese inn, then depart by private car.
See how Echizen lacquer is made at a lacquerware factory.
Try eating a traditional Fukui lunch.  
Echizen Pottery Village & Museum tour.
Behind the scenes at an Echizen Pottery Factory tour.
French dinner in Mikuni city.
                                                                        Stay in Awara Onsen or Mikuni Onsen

Day-5
See how Echizen washi paper is made by a craftsman.
See how Echizen knives are forged at a factory.
Eat lunch like a local.
See how Echizen chests are put together.
Arrive at JR Echizen-Takefu Station.
Ride a bullet train from JR Echizen-Takefu Station to Kyoto.

Stay in Kyoto



General Incorporated Association SOE
916-1223 Fukui, Sabae, Katayama-cho 7-10-4 

0778-78-9967 / 050-1731-2735

travel@soe.or.jp

https://craftinvitation.jp/workshop/

Thank you so much for your attention.…


